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Walkability Study Task Force 
Minutes: February 25, 2020 

 
 
Attending: 
Arthur Alexander, Council liaison 
Katya Hill, Council liaison 
Chris Jakubiak, consultant 
Bob Slatnick, resident 
Ron Bolt, Village attorney 
 
Task Force Members: 
 Lorie Mitchell, Cummings Lane 
 Katharine Hample, Cummings Lane 
 John Sharrow, Chestnut St. 
 Larry Wasson, Delfield Street 
 Peter Kahn, Bradley Lane 
 
7:00 pm. Call to Order: Mr. Alexander. Expectations of the task force: to engage the whole 
community in a discussion of how friendly the Village is to walking, pedestrian safety, and to act 
on the basis of reason and evidence.  
 
7:05 Presentation and discussion of laws governing meetings and records for communities in 
Maryland: Mr. Bolt 

a) Open Meetings Act 
b) Public Information Act 

 
7:30 p.m. Discussion of perceived issues that might be addressed by the Task Force. 
 
Lorie Mitchell: Concerned about safety of walking on Cummings Lane. There is often a heavy 
volume of traffic on Cummings, often at inappropriate speeds. Cummings is a major route for 
kids coming up from Rollingwood, especially on bikes or scooters. Parking and blocking 
driveways is also an issue. The corner of Cummings and Brookville Road has visibility. There are 
also a significant number of trucks that use this rather narrow street, often presenting problems of 
access. 
 
Katharine Hample: Also concerned about the same issues on Cummings. Would like to have 
additional pavement markings at the corner of Brookville Road to provide more safety to 
pedestrians. 
 
John Sharrow: Speed bumps may be needed; traffic speeds often excessive. 
 
Larry Wasson: Corner of Thornapple and Delfield: need for sidewalks to provide pedestrian 
safety, though some residents unwilling to surrender the areas of their lawns that are in fact public 
rights of way. There have been significant disagreements about this in the past; when a vote was 
taken among residents in the 1990’s, a great majority voted for no sidewalks. There is a concern 
both about preserving the character of the community, and of preserving large lawns. 
 
Peter Kahn: Concerned about safety on Brookville Road; would like to see some separation or 
barrier between cars and pedestrians/cyclists. Stop sign and crosswalk at Brookville and Bradley 
is needed. 
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Other issues discussed in general conversation: crosswalks, speed bumps, access for disabled 
persons to use the streets safely, parking, grade differences for driveways to ensure they at least 
meet ADA requirements, preserving historic character of the community, snow being 
snowplowed onto sidewalks and blocking driveways, marking pavement to provide more 
guidance to drivers, more signs, more traffic enforcement, street lighting to promote safety, state 
rules governing sidewalks (width, setback from street) and learning more about those 
requirements, enforcement of regulations governing rights of way, and residents’ beliefs about 
ownership of right-of-way areas. 
 
8:50 Plans going forward -- Chris Jakubiak: proposes that he will begin gathering information to 
present at our next meeting. Suggests he may try to create an interactive map for residents to 
show walking routes and problem areas, to be used by residents at Sidewalk Celebration in early 
May. He proposes the task force meet approximately every 30-45 days. Next meeting to be 
March 30 at 7:30 at the Village Office. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:20PM 


